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Achieving Community Harmony with Economic

Development as Interference Factor

QIU Ze-gi LI Cheng-yi

Abstract Rural community order is dynamic. This paper explores the order change triggered by the
introduction of a new citrus variety. With case analysis, it discusses the behavioral logic of actors such as
farmers, businessmen and government in the introduction and promotion of the new citrus variety based on
field observations in Dingtang Town. The high profit citrus variety as an economic development opportuni-
ty actually breaks the existed community order. For maxim interest, each of the actors would follow its
own ways. One of the consequences is the conflict between farmers and businessman in citrus planting.
Farmers more focus on planting high quality fruit while businessman more concern profits from the fruit.
In the meantime, local government does not regard the conflict between farmers and businessman, instead,
it is more interested in the share of new citrus planting and sales for government political performance.
Nevertheless, three actors do have a common interest that is the profit from the new citrus. The interest
sharing balance reshapes the actors' behavior boundary, then community order. Protecting farmers, the
weak party, is the key part for achieving the balance or community harmony.

Key words: Order Reconstruction; Social Differentiation; Local Protection
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