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Formation of the Community-based Pandemic Prevention and
Grassroots Governance Strategies in a Local Village

Xiong Yue-gen Wu Fu-lan

Abstract: This article is a qualitative study of rural community-based pandemic prevention in Yuanbian Village
of Southern Jiangxi Province. The researchers explore to answer the central question of “how the village epidemic
prevention community was formed” by employing a “process-event analysis” approach to interpret the process
of combating COVID-19 in Yuanbian Village. The authors found that in rural areas with a strong foundation of
collective trust, village committees and elite villagers mobilized villagers through a combination of top-down and
bottom-up strategies, and finally formed a village epidemic prevention community with village committees as the
core, elite villagers as the backbone, and villagers participating widely, which effectively blocked the spread of the
epidemic. The formation of the village epidemic prevention community is based on the interests of all villagers
in a certain context. Rural political organizations and social organizations are the organizational guarantees in the
formation of the epidemic prevention community. The common sentiment and village identity of the villagers are the
bonds that maintain the community. More exactly, the village pandemic prevention community takes the emotional
bond as the core, which is a composite functional community formed by the villagers to jointly resist risks in a
specific epidemic threat.

Key Words: Rural Pandemic Prevention; COVID-19; Social Mobilization; Community; Grassroots

Governance
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