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Study on Village Livelihood: Historical Logic and Contemporary Context
LIU Neng

( Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; By tracing the historical trajectory of Professor Fei Hsiao-Tung’s village livelihood research, on the basis of
one of my early papers, I launched a re-examination of the theoretical attempts, methodological foundations, and key theo-
retical elements of his early and late paradigms. respectively first After doing this, I clarify the meta-methodological stances
and possible future theoretical foci of village livelihood research in the contemporary context by: 1) emphasizing the central-
ity of State and it’s policy practices in understanding current rural livelihood practicing; 2) discussing the possibility of re-
casting the concept of “urban-rural duality” by introducing a brief articulation of some recently perceived cognitive realities
of our rural-bomn social actors; and 3) a detailed analysis of a series of structural conditions and forces that modern village
livelihood has embedded in, under a holistic perspective that Fei himself had utilized implicitly in his early paradigm.

Key Words: village livelihood; Fei Hsiao-Tung; rural hollowing
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